
Katie Barnett

State of New Jersey 

Department of Environmental 

Protection

Division of Water Supply

An Overview of  New Jersey 

Water Supply Issues & Strategies



Todayôs Discussion Includesé

ÇOverview of Division of Water Supply 
& Statewide Water Supply Plan 

ÇNew Jerseyôs Water Sources and Use

ÇShortfalls/ Issues

ÇStrategies/ Solutions



Primary Goal of the 

Statewide Water Supply Plan:

Ensure that sustainable 
water supplies are available 
to meet current and 
projected demands, 
especially during drought.



The Statewide Water 

Supply Plan:

ÂDefines New Jerseyôs Water Sources

ÂDefines Projected Water Needs 

ÂDetermines the Sustainable Amount of 
Water Available for Use

Â Identifies Shortfalls/ Issues 

Â Identifies Strategies & Solutions 



New Jersey Water 

Sources

Ç Statewide Water 
Withdrawals

ï75% Surface Water 
(reservoirs/ streams/rivers)

ï25% Ground Water (aquifers)

Ç Sources of Potable Supplies

ï90% Public Water Systems

ï10% Private, Individual Wells



Sources of Water in New Jersey
Reservoirs ïSafe Yield Confined Aquifers Unconfined Aquifers



Water Use Summary for New Jersey

Average Statewide Water Use (1990s)
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ÇNearly 1 TRILLION gallons of water are used per year in New Jersey:

Â This equates to 2.6 BILLION gallons per day statewide on average, or 

Â Roughly 100gallons per person/day



Consumptive Water Loss by Category
(Water used and then òlostó due to dischargeor evaporation)
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Current Use

Water Availability Estimates

�‡39% of the basinsexceed 
�S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���µ�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
thresholds under current use

�‡54% of the basinsare 
projected to have water losses 
beyond sustainability 
thresholds if full allocation is 
utilized 

Full Allocation 


